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Dara Horn: The World to Come

“There is a moment that has happened over and over again, in every place children have ever slept, on
every dark night for the past ten thousand years, that almost everyone who was once a child will forever
remember. It happens when you are being tucked into bed, on a dark and frightened night when the
sounds of the nighttime outside are drowned out only by the far more frightening sounds in your head.
You have already gone to bed, have tried to go to bed, but because of whatever sounds you hear in your
head you have failed to go to bed, and someone much older than you, someone so old that you cannot
even imagine yourself becoming that old, has come to sit beside you and make sure you fall asleep. But
the moment that everyone who was once a child will remember is not the story the unfathomably old
person tells you, or the lullaby he sings for you, but rather the moment right after the story or song has
ended. You are lying there with your eyes closed, not sleeping just yet but noticing that the sounds inside
your head seem to have vanished, and you know, through closed eyes, that the person beside you thinks
that you are asleep and is simply watching you. In that fraction of an instant between when that person
stops singing and when that person decides to rise from the bed and disappear -- a tiny rehearsal, though
you do not know it yet, of what will eventually happen for good -- time holds still, and you can feel,
through closed eyes, how that person, watching your still, small face in the darkness, has suddenly
realized that you are the reason his life matters.

David Raphael “The Afghan”

It was the perfectly silly Zayde game. I covered Bina up with the blanket and she’d pretend to be asleep. 1
pulled the blanket back and she giggled and announced “awake”. We did this 10 or 11 times until it was
time for another game.

But as she climbed off the couch, I realized that the blanket we had been playing with was, in fact, an
Afghan knitted, over 55 years ago, by Nana Francis, my grandmother, her great-great-grandmother.
Among our tasks as Nana’s grandchildren was to partner with her in the creation of afghans by holding
up the hanks of yarn as she wound them into balls. We’d sit on the small ottoman across from her in her
lounge chair, two hands raised and moving back and forth as the wool strands traversed the distance
between us. I close my eyes, and I am still there; sitting erect, synchronizing the movement of my arms
with the flow of the yarn.

The threads of Nana’s afghan stretch back hundreds of years. To Horodenka, in the Ukraine, then part of
the Austrian Hungarian Empire; to Francis’s birth in New York 1904. To Argyle Road in Brooklyn,
where two sisters were raised and where the younger “Billie” first met Alvin; to Bayside Queens where a
family of three girls and one boy were raised. The Afghan found its corporeal form, a V pattern of reds,
oranges, yellows, and greens, knitted together in a small Cape Cod house on Thornhill Avenue in Little
Neck, where Pop Max read the “Fovards” while the knitting needles flew in Nana Frances’ hands. It was
there that eight cousins —laughed, giggled, played tag, Monopoly and the Game of Life; where Nana
soaked us in steaming hot baths and scrubbed us with loofa pads. It listened as we laughed at
“Nanaisms”, aphorisms, perhaps from the old country. Our favorite: “Don’t hold your nose, the smell will
go in your mouth”. But it was also with us when we cried in the days following my father’s death and
cried again when Nana and Pop passed. It was there when we graduated from college, met our wives and
husbands and watched in amazement as our own children were born — and when children were born to
our children.

And now it has found its way to a row home on Abell Avenue in Baltimore, where my 18-month old
granddaughter toddles across the floor, listens to Raffi and cuddles with stuffed animals, while I watch
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her with amazement, delight and, simple, pure joy.

Through the years, the edges have frayed, and moths have found its wool fibers. But its colors remain
vibrant and it still offers comfort and warmth. Today, more than a half-century after they were knitted
with love and devotion, Nana’s afghans have followed her progeny; grandchildren, great-great-
grandchildren, and now great-great-great-grandchildren, from Atlanta, Baltimore, New York, Boston,

New Orleans to Jerusalem.

We knit our lives and wrap our children and grandchildren in the cloths of our memories.

Stardust. Unconditional love is the magic bridge that spans the generations: we love them
unconditionally, and they love us back without reservations. It's a two-way experience. It grows the

children and gentles the grandparents.
Jane Isay, from Unconditional Love

Discussion Question

How do Horn, Raphael and, Isay capture the relationship between grandparent and grandchild?

Genesis 48:1-20

(1) Some time afterward, Joseph was told, “Your
father is i11.” So he took with him his two sons,
Manasseh and Ephraim. (2) When Jacob was told,
“Your son Joseph has come to see you,” Israel
summoned his strength and sat up in bed. (3) And
Jacob said to Joseph, “El Shaddai appeared to me at
Luz in the land of Canaan, and He blessed me, (4) and
said to me, ‘I will make you fertile and numerous,
making of you a community of peoples; and I will
assign this land to your offspring to come for an
everlasting possession.’ (5) Now, your two sons, who
were born to you in the land of Egypt before I came
to you in Egypt, shall be mine; Ephraim and
Manasseh shall be mine no less than Reuben and
Simeon. (6) But progeny born to you after them shall
be yours; they shall be recorded instead of their
brothers in their inheritance. (7) I [do this because],
when I was returning from Paddan, Rachel died, to
my sorrow, while I was journeying in the land of
Canaan, when still some distance short of Ephrath;
and I buried her there on the road to Ephrath”—now
Bethlehem. (8) Noticing Joseph’s sons, Israel asked,
“Who are these?” (9) And Joseph said to his father,
“They are my sons, whom God has given me here.”
“Bring them up to me,” he said, “that I may bless
them.” (10) Now Israel’s eyes were dim with age; he
could not see. So [Joseph] brought them close to him,
and he kissed them and embraced them. (11) And
Israel said to Joseph, “I never expected to see you
again, and here God has let me see your children as
well.” (12) Joseph then removed them from his knees,
and bowed low with his face to the ground. (13)
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Joseph took the two of them, Ephraim with his right
hand—to Israel’s left—and Manasseh with his left
hand—to Israel’s right—and brought them close to
him. (14) But Israel stretched out his right hand and
laid it on Ephraim’s head, though he was the younger,
and his left hand on Manasseh’s head—thus crossing
his hands—although Manasseh was the first-born.
(15) And he blessed Joseph, saying, “The God in
whose ways my fathers Abraham and Isaac walked,
The God who has been my shepherd from my birth to
this day— (16) The Angel who has redeemed me from
all harm— Bless the lads. In them may my name be
recalled, And the names of my fathers Abraham and
Isaac, And may they be teeming multitudes upon the
earth.” (17) When Joseph saw that his father was
placing his right hand on Ephraim’s head, he thought
it wrong; so he took hold of his father’s hand to move
it from Ephraim’s head to Manasseh’s. (18) “Not so,
Father,” Joseph said to his father, “for the other is the
first-born; place your right hand on his head.” (19)
But his father objected, saying, “I know, my son, I
know. He too shall become a people, and he too shall
be great. Yet his younger brother shall be greater than
he, and his offspring shall be plentiful enough for
nations.” (20) So he blessed them that day, saying,
“By you shall Israel invoke blessings, saying: God
make you like Ephraim and Manasseh.” Thus he put
Ephraim before Manasseh.

Group Discussion or Chevruta Questions
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1. Does the text suggest anything about the relationship between Jacob and his son Joseph? How

would you describe this relationship?

2. Why do you think Jacob would want to claim the two children as his own?
3. Can you recall any of these feelings in your own experience as a parent or grandparent?

Ruth 4

(4) I thought I should disclose the matter to you and
say: Acquire it in the presence of those seated here
and in the presence of the elders of my people. If you
are willing to redeem it, redeem! But if you will not
redeem, tell me, that I may know. For there is no one
to redeem but you, and I come after you.” “I am
willing to redeem it,” he replied. (5) Boaz continued,
“When you acquire the property from Naomi and
from Ruth the Moabite, you must also acquire the
wife of the deceased, so as to perpetuate the name of
the deceased upon his estate.” (6) The redeemer
replied, “Then I cannot redeem it for myself, lest I
impair my own estate. You take over my right of
redemption, for I am unable to exercise it.” (7) Now
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this was formerly done in Israel in cases of
redemption or exchange: to validate any transaction,
one man would take off his sandal and hand it to the
other. Such was the practice in Israel. (8) So when the
redeemer said to Boaz, “Acquire for yourself,” he
drew off his sandal. (9) And Boaz said to the elders
and to the rest of the people, “You are witnesses today
that I am acquiring from Naomi all that belonged to
Elimelech and all that belonged to Chilion and
Mabhlon. (10) I am also acquiring Ruth the Moabite,
the wife of Mahlon, as my wife, so as to perpetuate
the name of the deceased upon his estate, that the
name of the deceased may not disappear from among
his kinsmen and from the gate of his home town. You
are witnesses today.” (11) All the people at the gate
and the elders answered, “We are. May the LORD
make the woman who is coming into your house like
Rachel and Leah, both of whom built up the House of
Israel! Prosper in Ephrathah and perpetuate your
name in Bethlehem! (12) And may your house be like
the house of Perez whom Tamar bore to Judah—
through the offspring which the LORD will give you
by this young woman.” (13) So Boaz married Ruth;
she became his wife, and he cohabited with her. The
LORD let her conceive, and she bore a son. (14) And
the women said to Naomi, “Blessed be the LORD,
who has not withheld a redeemer from you today!
May his name be perpetuated in Israel! (15) He will
renew your life and sustain your old age; for he is
born of your daughter-in-law, who loves you and is
better to you than seven sons.” (16) Naomi took the
child and held it to her bosom. She became its foster
mother, (17) and the women neighbors gave him a
name, saying, “A son is born to Naomi!” They named
him Obed; he was the father of Jesse, father of
David.

Questions
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1. What role does Naomi seem to play here, beyond caring for the baby?
2. How would you describe her relationship to her daughter-in-law as the book concludes? Does it

seem to be consistent with the rest of the story?

3. How might Naomi's actions link to the final lines of the book (Megillah)?
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